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Job T, Inventory of Waters of the Project Area

Tnformetion ig needed on the more imporitant fishing walters In the
croject area, Also, there are various problems within the ysar
that involve waters of lessgser lmportance,., The followlng is & re-
view of problems encountered in this projsct during 1963-6L.

The most important project is a study of the sauger and goldeyse

in the Missouri River. This project 1ls carried on in coopsration
with the fisheriss personnel of Distrlet 6., Dams have been pro-
rosed on the Missourl River between Morony Dam and Fort Peck Res-
srvolr. Tnformation is lacking concerning the ecology of the filsh
inhabiting these waters. If the dams arse bullt informstion could
be used conecsrning fish populations in advance of constructlon.
Pigh barriers may be necessary on the Judith and Mariss Rivers to
block the migration of goldeye, carp and suckers,

A student is working on age and movement of goldsye in several
tributaries to the Missouri River, but mainly in the Marias and
Teton Rivers., Goldeye and sauger were tagged. Expscted returns
should be best from tagged fish in the Teton and Mariag Rivers,

primarily because these two rivers can be trapped wilth success,

Fishermen uss in most areas is light, therefore, depariment person-
nel will trap and angle as many Tish as possible, ‘

Goldeye and sauger tagging will be continued in 196l

Aecess bo Bean Lake was acquired recently and fish population datba

has been obiained with gill nets. The Tindings show chemlcal
treatment would be more desmaging than beneficial. Large numbers

of fish food organisms were observed 1n the water, and glll net

sets revealed only mature suckers, bstwesn the ages of L and 9
years of age,

Additional projects consisted of elsctrofishing Sheep Tresk,
Tenderfoot Cresk and the Middle Fork of the Dearborn River. The
three streams conbtain large numbers of itrout and few suckers,
These streams sxhibit some of the best populations of trout in the
Digtrict, and we will keep up with the troubt populations in 1961,

This ig a contimuing project.



